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TGD 1DNOKD½R %( 
Dr Tedros makes history by becoming the first African to lead WHO 
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HE DID IT!  
 
After months of campaigning all over the world and 
three rounds of secret-ballot voting by member 
states, Dr Tedros Adhanom Ghebreyesusȟ %ÔÈÉÏÐÉÁȭÓ 
former Minister of Foreign Affairs and of Health, 
was elected to serve as the next director-general of 
the World Health Organisation (WHO). 
 
Dr Tedros makes history  
 

 
 
In electing Dr Tedros, he becomes the firstȣ 
 
¶ African to lead the global health body 
¶ the first, since 1973, from the developing 

world  
¶ to be elected by the whole membership of 

the WHO, instead of a small executive board 
¶ non-physician in charge 

 

 
Ethiopians gather outside WHO to show support for Dr Tedros 

 
Dr Tedros was chosen from three nominees 
presented to the World Health Assembly, wi th 
David Nabarro from the UK, and Sania Nishtar from 
Pakistan, in a process that began in autumn 2016. 
 
Following his historic win, Dr Tedros received 
congratulatory messages from President Mulatu 
Teshome and Prime Minister Hailemariam 
Dessalegn. The President said the victory is a 
demonstration of the socio-economic 

transformation achieved in Ethiopia while the PM 
ÓÁÉÄ ÔÈÅ ÖÉÃÔÏÒÙ ÔÅÓÔÉÆÉÅÄ %ÔÈÉÏÐÉÁȭÓ ÉÎÃÒÅÁÓÉÎÇ 
recognition by the international community. Both 
leaders also congratulated all Ethiopians at home 
and abroad, Africans, and fri ends of Ethiopia, on 
their  suÐÐÏÒÔ ÆÏÒ %ÔÈÉÏÐÉÁȭÓ ÃÁÎÄÉÄÁÔÅȢ 
 
The Minister of Foreign Affairs, Dr Workneh 
Gebeyehu, said Dr 4ÅÄÒÏÓȭ victory is the victory of 
all Ethiopians and Africans. 
 
ȣ1ÕÁÌÉÆÉÅÄ ÃÁÎÄÉÄÁÔÅ 
 
Prior to his election, Dr Tedros served as Minister of 
Foreign Affairs from 2012ɀ2016 and as Minister of 
Health from 2005ɀ2012. He was chair of the Boards 
of various AIDS, TB, malaria organisations and co-
chair of the Partnership for Maternal, Newborn and 
Child Health. 
 
As Minister of Health Dr Tedros led a 
comprehensive reform of Ethiopia's health system, 
including ÅØÐÁÎÓÉÏÎ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ÃÏÕÎÔÒÙȭÓ ÈÅÁÌÔÈ 
infrastructure, creating 3,500 health centres and 
16,000 health posts; expanded the health workforce 
by more than 38,000 health extension workers; and 
initiated financing mechanisms to expand health 
insurance coverage. As Minister of Foreign Affairs, 
he led the effort to negotiate the Addis Ababa Action 
Agenda, in which 193 countries committed to the 
financing necessary to achieve the Sustainable 
Development Goals. 
 
As Chair of the Global Fund and of Roll Back Malaria, 
Dr Tedros secured record funding for the two 
organizations and created the Global Malaria Action 
0ÌÁÎȟ ×ÈÉÃÈ ÅØÐÁÎÄÅÄ 2"-ȭÓ ÒÅÁÃÈ ÂÅÙÏÎÄ !ÆÒÉÃÁ ÔÏ 
Asia and Latin America. 
 

 
 
Dr Tedros will begin his five-year term on 1st July, 
succeeding Dr Margaret Chan who has been 7(/ȭÓ 
Director-General since 1st January 2007. 
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ȣ,ÅÔȭÓ ÇÅÔ ÔÏ ×ÏÒË ÆÏÒ Á ÈÅÁÌÔÈÉÅÒ ×ÏÒÌÄ 
 
Speaking after his election, Dr Tedros outlined his 
priori ties and stressed the need for Member States 
to provide healthcare for all and to implement 
international health regulations. 
 
He stressed that the original reason the UN health 
agency was set up nearly 70 years ago remains true 
today: providing healthcare for all. Ȱ!ÌÌ ÒÏÁÄÓ ÓÈÏÕÌÄ 
ÌÅÁÄ ÔÏ ÕÎÉÖÅÒÓÁÌ ÈÅÁÌÔÈ ÃÏÖÅÒÁÇÅȟȱ ÈÅ said, and this 
ÍÁÎÔÒÁ ÓÈÏÕÌÄ ÂÅ ÔÈÅ 7(/ȭÓ ȰÃÅÎÔÒÅ ÏÆ ÇÒÁÖÉÔÙȢȱ 
 
Ȱ7ÈÁÔ ÔÈÅ ×ÏÒÌÄ ÐÒÏÍÉÓÅÄ ×ÈÅÎ 7(/ ×ÁÓ 
instituted in 1948 ɀ health for all ɀ is true today, but 
half of our population still does not have access to 
ÈÅÁÌÔÈÃÁÒÅȟ ÕÎÉÖÅÒÓÁÌ ÈÅÁÌÔÈ ÃÏÖÅÒÁÇÅ ɍȣɎ ) ÔÈÉÎË ÉÔȭÓ 
time to walk our talk. The whole world is asking for 
ÔÈÁÔ ɍȣɎ ÈÅÁÌÔÈ ÁÓ Á ÒÉÇÈÔÓ ÉÓÓÕÅȟ ÁÎ ÅÎÄ ÉÎ ÉÔÓÅÌÆȢȱ 
 
On managing global health emergencies, Dr Tedros 
said, thanks to changes instigated by his 
predecessor Dr Margaret Chan, there was swifter 
detection of the current Ebola outbreak in the 
Democratic Republic of the Congo (DRC). 
 
But more reforms need to be made, and 
governments need to fast-track internationally 
agreed regulations to deal better with epidemics. 
 
Another major issue was regaining confidence in 
Member States and ensuring the best use of their 
contributions. 
 
ȣÒÅÔÕÒÎÓ home to a ÈÅÒÏȭÓ ×ÅÌÃÏÍÅ 
 
Ethiopia warmly welcomed the newly-elected DG at 
Addis Ababa Bole Airport, led by Foreign Affairs 
State Minister, Mrs Hirut Zemene and members of 

EthiopiaȭÓ public diplomacy team - including 
Minister of Health, Prof. Yifru Berhan - and 
Ethiopian Airlines CEO, Tewolde Gebremariam. 

 
 
Mrs Zemene thanked the international community, 
ÅÓÐÅÃÉÁÌÌÙ Ȱour African Union and African 
Ambassadorsȱ ÆÏÒ ÔÈÅÉÒ ÓÕÐÐÏÒÔ ÏÆ $Ò 4ÅÄÒÏÓ. 
 

 
 
Prof. Yifru Berhan ÓÁÉÄ ȰDr TedÒÏÓȭ ÁÃÈÉÅÖÅÍÅÎÔ is a 
model to the youth of the continent, Africa.ȱ 
 
Dr Tedros said the unity shown by Africa during the 
campaign drew more support from the 
international community. 
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%ÔÈÉÏÐÉÁȭÓ ςφth Victory Day (National Day) was 
celebrated across the nation on 28th May - the date 
in 1991 when the Derg regime was overthrown - 
ÕÎÄÅÒ ÔÈÅ ÔÈÅÍÅ Ȱ%ÔÈÉÏÐÉÁȡ Á ÃÏÕÎÔÒÙ ÃÏÍÍÉÔÔÅÄ ÔÏ 
building a Democratic Federal System on the basis 
of equality, justice and inclusive development as a 
ÇÕÁÒÁÎÔÏÒ ÏÆ ÏÕÒ 2ÅÎÁÉÓÓÁÎÃÅȢȱ 

At !ÄÄÉÓ !ÂÁÂÁȭÓ -ÉÌÌÅÎÎÉÕÍ (ÁÌÌȟ 0- (ÁÉÌÅÍÁÒÉÁÍ 
reminded guests, including MPs, political party 
leaders, civil society representatives and Addis 
Ababa residents, of the many sacrifices the 
Ethiopian peoples had made during the Derg era. 

After liberation, the country chose a different path, 
one which brought about pluralism within a federal 
system which guarantees equality and justice for all. 

 

The premier said Ethiopia is proud of its rich 
ÃÕÌÔÕÒÁÌ ÌÅÇÁÃÙȟ ÁÎÄ ȰÂÙ ÒÅÃÔÉÆÙÉÎÇ ÈÉÓÔÏÒÉÃÁÌ ÕÎÊÕÓÔ 

relationships [it will] live as one political and 
ÅÃÏÎÏÍÉÃ ÃÏÍÍÕÎÉÔÙȢȱ 

Ethiopia has made a lot of progress in eradicating 
poverty through sustainable development, 
promoting peace and regional integration in the 
process and all nations, nationalities and peoples of 
Ethiopia are benefiting. 

Ethiopia is an island of peace in a complex region 
and its contribution to regional, continental and 
global peace and security has expanded. Today`s 
Ethiopia is one of Africa`s most sought after 
convention destinations, favoured by conference 
organisers who hold world -class events there, 
including the Sustainable Development Goals 
conference, the 6th World Hydropower Congress 
and the Global Agenda for Sustainable Livestock. 

The successful campaign for the leadership of WHO, 
by former health and foreign minister Dr Tedros 
Adhanom, is another testimony to Ethiopia`s 
successful comeback to international development 
fora. Most developed democracies are today 
Ethiopia`s development partners. Ethiopia, as a 
non-permanent member of the UNSC, is playing its 
part in addressing the world`s most complex 
challenges. World leaders accompanied by business 
people have been visiting Ethiopia, and the Premier 
and Foreign Minister have ensured that the voices 
of Ethiopia and of Africa are heard and respected at 
international level. 

Ethiopia has, though, witnessed a series of difficult 
incidents and needs to work hard to continue its 
focus on sustaining all-inclusive development, 
alleviating any weaknesses, the premier said. In 
future, we will fully address inclusivity, fostering 
peace and strengthening the building of our 
democratic process. Celebrating Victory Day, we 
consolidate our democratic unity. By examining the 
processes and challenges, and with  a tailor-made 
roadmap to resolve these issues, we will bring about 
full equality, unity-in-diversity, tolerance and, 
inevitably, our renaissance. 

Celebrating 26 years of Ethiopian Renaissance 
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Ambassador at PeaBDJDDODQR½ %@X LDLorial  

Ambassador Hailemichael Aberra Afework 
attended a memorial ceremony on 24th May to mark 
UN Peacekeepers Day, commemorating over 3,500 
peacekeepers who have sacrificed their lives in the 
service of peace while deployed at the United 
Nations. 

 

The Ambassador laid a wreath, on behalf of 
Ethiopia, at the Cenotaph in memory of 
peacekeepers who have fallen in duty, in the 
presence of veterans of the UN Veteran Association, 
VIPs and the ambassadors, defence attaches and 
representatives of 115 Embassies and High 
Commissions. 

ȣ%ÔÈÉÏÐÉÁȭÓ ÃÏÎÔÒÉÂÕÔÉÏÎ ÔÏ 5. 0ÅÁÃÅËÅÅÐÉÎÇ 

Not many people know, but Ethiopia is the largest 
contributor of uniform ed personnel to UN 
peacekeeping. 

 

It currently deploys more than 8,300 military and 
police personnel to five UN peace operations. 

The Under-Secretary General for Field Support at 
ÔÈÅ 5ÎÉÔÅÄ .ÁÔÉÏÎÓȟ !ÔÕÌ +ÈÁÒÅȟ ÐÒÁÉÓÅÄ %ÔÈÉÏÐÉÁȭÓ 
contribution to the maintenance of international 
peace and security while holding discussions with 
the State Minister of Foreign Affairs, Hirut Zemene. 

He thanked the government and people of Ethiopia 
for the great sacrifi ces they made to bring peace and 
security. 

Mr +ÈÁÒÅ ÓÁÉÄ Ȱ×Å ÒÅÍÅÍÂÅÒ ÔÈÅ ÕÌÔÉÍÁÔÅ Óacrifi ces 
of the Ethiopian solders that lost their lives to bring 
peace and security to other couÎÔÒÉÅÓȱȢ 

State Minister Hirut said Ethiopia is committed to 
work ing with UN peacekeeping operations and to 
bringing security at the international level. 

She said the country is actively engaged with the 
Africa Union and IGAD to resolve the conflict in 
different parts of Somalia. 

ȣ%ÔÈÉÏÐÉÁÎ ÐÅÁÃÅkeepers posthumously 
recognised  

On 24th May, five fallen Ethiopian peacekeepers 
posthumously received the Dag Hammarskjöld 
medal at a ceremony held at the United Nations 
Headquarters on the occasion of International 
Peacekeeping Day. 

 

The five fallen peacekeepers are Private Mulu 
Alemu Gebremekael, Corporal Yibralem G. Mehary, 
Private Edosa Fufa Godana, and Sergeant Lilay 
Mekonen Legese, who lost their lives working with 
the United Nations-African Union Mission in Darfur 
(UNAMID), and Private Sisay Engida Gebo who 
served with the United Nations Interim Security 
Force for Abyei (UNISFA). 
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The Secretary-General established the Dag 
Hammarskjöld medal in December 2000, for 
posthumous award to members of UN 
peacekeeping operations. 

Ethiopia stands together with the People of 

the United Kingdom  

In his condolence letter to his British counterpart 
Theresa May, Prime Minister Hailemariam 
Dessalegn expressed his deepest sympathy to the 
UK over the terror attack that took the lives of 
innocent civilians. 

Ethiopia stands in solidarity with the people and 
Government of the United Kingdom in such times of 
difficulty, the Premier said with words of sympathy 
and support for the families of those killed, wishing 
a speedy recovery to all those injured. 

ȰAs a country committed to fighting against the 
scourge of terrorism, Ethiopia unequivocally 
condemns such a cowardly act and firmly stands 
together with the United Kingdom at this difficult 
ÔÉÍÅȟȱ PM Hailemariam said. 

As a mark of solidarity and respect to the victims of 
both tragedies - Manchester and London - the 
Embassy flew the Ethiopian flag at half-mast and 
ÏÂÓÅÒÖÅÄ Á ÍÉÎÕÔÅȭÓ ÓÉÌÅÎÃÅȢ 

PM Hailemariam at London Somalia 

Conference 

 

PM Hailemariam and the First Lady arrived in 
London on 9th May to attend the Somalia Conference 
to accelerate progress on security sector reform, 
build on the international response to the ongoing 
drought and humanitarian crisis, and agree the new 
international partnership needed to keep Somalia 

on course for increased peace and prosperity by 
2020. 

Held under the theme, Future for Somalia , the 
London Somalia Conference brought together 
leaders from around the world. 

 

Opening the conference, Prime Minister Theresa 
May spoke of the importance of building a secure, 
stable and prosperous future for all the people of 
Somalia. As an international community, our 
commitment to Somalia matters, she said, adding 
that challenges that affect Somalia, such as the 
threat of terrorism, affect us all. 

Prime Minister May highlighted the progress that 
has been made over the past five years. Progress 
that has required hard work and great sacrifice, not 
only from the Troop Contributing Countries to the 
AMISOM mission ɀ from Kenya, Uganda, Ethiopia, 
Burundi and Djibouti ɀ but also from Somalis 
themselves, and from a broad coalition of other 
partners. Because of these efforts, she said, al 
Shabaab has been pushed back, piracy largely 
contained, and new momentum brought to the 
political process. 

In his remarks, the Somalian President, Mohamed 
AbdullahÉ -ÏÈÁÍÅÄ ȬFarmaajoȭȟ ÕÎÄÅÒÓÃÏÒÅÄ ÔÈÅ 
peaceful transfer of power following his recent 
ÅÌÅÃÔÉÏÎȟ ×ÈÉÃÈ ×ÁÓ Á ÒÅÍÉÎÄÅÒ ÏÆ 3ÏÍÁÌÉÁȭÓ 
potential as a beacon of democracy and hope in one 
of the most unstable regions in the world. 

The President affirmed his visioÎ ÔÏ ÆÉÇÈÔ 3ÏÍÁÌÉÁȭÓ 
three major enemies ɀ terrorism, corruption and 
poverty ɀ with security remaining paramount for 
his administration. Together with the African 
Mission in Somalia (AMISOM), he said, I am 
confident that we can defeat al-Shabaab in the next 
few years. The President called on the international 
community to lift an arms embargo on his country 



 

 
7 May 2017 

Ethiopian 

News 

as government soldiers battle to regain territory 
from the armed group al-Shabaab. 

The UN Secretary-General, António Guterres, 
stressed the need for looking into a predictable way 
to fund AMISOM troops, who are fighting to protect 
global security without enough support. He also 
renewed calls to for extra funds to help Somalia 
tackle the current drought. 

Prime Minister Hailemariam highlighted issues 
vitall y important to ensuring lasting peace and 
sustainable development in Somalia. He urged the 
international community to extend more support to 
Somalia in the fight against terrorism. The fight 
against al-Shabaab has been progressing and they 
are on the retreat, but are yet to be eliminated and 
remain dangerous with the capacity to launch 
terrorist attacks both in Somalia and outside. 
Developing a well-functioning Somali National 
Army can effectively deal with al-Shabaab and 
progressively take over from AMISOM in the coming 
few years. 

PM Hailemariam also stressed the need to address 
the current drought and migration situation 
affecting the entire IGAD region, with serious 
political and security implications. The number of 
refugees from conflict and drought-affected 
countries in the region crossing into neighbouring 
countries will continue to rise unless an intensified 
response mechanism is put in place, he said. 

On the margins of the conference, PM Hailemariam 
met with the UN Secretary-General and discussed 
the current situation in South Sudan, the progress in 
Somalia, and ways in which to curb the 
humanitarian crises caused by drought and civil 
war. 

With Prime Minister Theresa May, PM Hailemariam 
discussed bilateral, regional and global matters of 
common interest. 

He welcomed the support the UK has provided to 
%ÔÈÉÏÐÉÁȭÓ ÄÅÖÅÌÏÐÍÅÎÔ which, he said, had helped 
lift mil lions out of poverty. 

PM May highlighted the compact agreement -  
creating jobs for refugees [in Ethiopia] - as an 
example of Ethio-UK constructive partnership. 

 

A conference communique gave an overview of 
3ÏÍÁÌÉÁȭÓ humanitarian, security, and 
constituti onal issues that were discussed, including 
the agreement of a Security Pact , adopted by 
Somalia and the international community, which 
will allow for sustainable, long-term security based 
on mutual accountability. The conference also 
ensured the adoption of a New Partnership for 
Somalia by the delegations, to re-commit them to 
working together and holding each other to account 
to deliver the vital support and reforms that 
Somalia needs over the next four years. 

9ÏÕ ÃÁÎ ÒÅÁÄ 0- (ÁÉÌÅÍÁÒÉÁÍȭÓ ÓÐÅÅÃÈ ÉÎ ÆÕÌÌ ÁÔ 
https://goo.gl/EeSBE8 . An exclusive interview 
with the Prime Minister is also available on our 
YouTube page at https://goo.gl/vfK3OO  

ȣEthiopia and Somalia enter a new chapter  

 

Ethiopia and Somalia opened a new chapter of 
multi -layered cooperative partnership following 
President Mohamed Abdullahi Farmaajo's visit to 
Ethiopia in early May. 

PM Hailemariam said President Farmaajo's visit 
marked the inauguration of a new chapter of 
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cooperative partnership in all areas of common 
interest. The Premier, stressing the importance of 
expediting people-to-people ties, suggested the two 
countries need to work on the social foundation of 
Ethio-Somali ties. 

President Farmaajo agreed with the Premier and 
commended Ethiopia's contribution in fighting al-
Shabab extremists. He said the Somali government 
stands ready to work closely with Ethiopia and the 
region to eliminate the menace. 

PM Hailemariam attends G7 summit 

Prime Minister Hailemariam 
Dessalegn joined leaders from 
the G7 countries for the 43rd G7 
Summit in Italy, participating in 
the African segment of the 
Summit along with several other 
African leaders. 

 

The other African states invited to the Summit were 
Kenya, Tunisia, Niger and Nigeria. The African 
Union Commission chairperson, Moussa Faki 
Mahamat, and the African Development Bank chief 
were also in attendance. 

The second and last day of the Summit covered the 
movement of migrants and refugees and 
implications for security and human rights, as well 
ÁÓ !ÆÒÉÃÁȭÓ ÓÅÃÕÒÉÔÙȟ ÓÔÁÂÉÌÉÔÙ ÁÎÄ ÓÕÓÔÁÉÎÁÂÌÅ 
development and food security, particularly in 
Somali, South Sudan, Yemen and Nigeria. 
 
The G7 comprises leaders from the United Kingdom 
(Theresa May), Canada (Justin Trudeau), France 
(Emmanuel Macron), Germany (Angela Merkel), 
Italy (Paolo Gentiloni), Japan (Shinzo Abe) and the 
United States (Donald Trump). 

Africa Day celebrations 

 
On 25th May, Ethiopia joined the rest of the world in 
celebrating the 54th anniversary of Africa Day. 

 

On this day in 1963, Africa made history with the 
foundation of the Organisation of African Unity 
(OAU) which brought the Continent together. Since 
then, 25th May has been celebrated widely across 
the world, but particularly in Africa , to signify 
!ÆÒÉÃÁȭÓ ÉÄÅÎÔÉÔÙ ÁÎÄ ÕÎÉÔÙȢ 

The founding fathers of the OAU 

4ÈÅ ÔÈÅÍÅ ÏÆ ÔÈÉÓ ÙÅÁÒȭÓ ÃÅÌÅÂÒÁÔÉÏÎÓ ×ÁÓ 
Ȱ(ÁÒÎÅÓÓÉÎÇ ÔÈÅ $ÅÍÏÇÒÁÐÈÉÃ $ÉÖÉÄÅÎd through 
investments in Youth.ȱ 


