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WHY  
ETHIOPIA IS 
YOUR NEXT 
SMART  
INVESTMENT 

 

signed to unlock the country’s vast untapped poten-

tial, making it a compelling choice for investment. 

With its growing economy, strategic location, and 

youthful workforce, Ethiopia is on track to become 

a hub for future-focused investments. 

 

Why Invest in Ethiopia? 

 

     Ethiopia’s investment climate is rapidly trans-

forming, offering a wealth of  opportunities. The 

country’s strategic position at the crossroads of  Af-

rica, the Middle East, Asia, and Europe opens ac-

cess to a multitude of  regional and global markets. 

Its extensive road and rail networks, including the 

Addis Ababa–Djibouti Railway, significantly reduce 

transport time for goods, while Ethiopian Airlines, 

known as the "Spirit of  Africa," connects the coun-

try to over 120 destinations, including all African 

countries, and four other continents, ensuring excel-

lent global connectivity. 

     Ethiopia’s demographic advantage further 

strengthens its appeal. With a population of  over 

120 million, more than 60% of  whom are under the 

age of  25, the country boasts a young, energetic, 

and adaptable workforce. This growing labour force 

is supported by ongoing investments in education 
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E 
thiopia, often referred to as the 

"Land of  Origins" and home to the 

world’s oldest civilization, is increas-

ingly emerging as one of  Africa’s 

most attractive investment destinations. With a 

vibrant culture, an abundance of  natural re-

sources, and a rapidly expanding economy, 

Ethiopia offers exceptional opportunities for 

growth across various sectors. 

 

An Invitation to Explore Ethiopia’s Investment 

Potential 

 

     The Invest in Ethiopia 2025 High-Level 

Business Forum will take place in Addis Ababa 

on May 12-13, 2025. Co-organized by key gov-

ernment bodies and development partners, this 

landmark event will provide a unique platform 

for dialogue, collaboration, and networking 

among investors, policymakers, and global de-

velopment leaders. This forum offers an invalu-

able opportunity to engage directly with Ethio-

pia’s economic reform agenda, which prioritizes 

private sector growth, foreign direct investment 

(FDI), and public-private partnerships. 

     Ethiopia’s commitment to fostering a busi-

ness-friendly environment is clear through its 

significant economic reforms aimed at liberaliz-

ing trade, improving financial regulations, and 

enhancing infrastructure. These efforts are de-

BY H.E. AMBASSADOR BIRUK MEKONNEN 

Ambassador of  the Federal Democratic  

Republic of  Ethiopia to the United Kingdom  

and Northern Ireland 



 4 

and vocational training, ensuring that Ethio-

pia’s people are equipped to meet the future 

demands of  global industries. 

     The country is also abundant in natural re-

sources, including gold, gemstones, potash, 

iron ore, and other rare earth minerals. These 

resources are the foundation of  Ethiopia’s eco-

nomic growth, particularly in the mining and 

manufacturing sectors. Ethiopia’s untapped 

potential in oil and gas exploration presents 

even more opportunities for investors. Simulta-

neously, the country is making major strides in 

renewable energy, with the Grand Ethiopian 

Renaissance Dam, the largest dam in Africa, 

nearing completion. Once operational, this 

massive hydroelectric project will provide com-

petitive electricity rates, creating an ideal envi-

ronment for energy-dependent businesses. 

 

A Thriving Industrial Ecosystem  

 

     Ethiopia is rapidly advancing its industrial-

ization agenda. Over thirty industrial parks 

have been established across the country, each 

offering modern facilities to ensure efficient 

operations. These parks provide a comprehen-

sive range of  services, including one-stop ser-

vice centres, healthcare facilities, advanced 

security systems, and industrial wastewater 

treatment plants. Strategically connected to 

key transport routes, these industrial hubs fa-

cilitate seamless logistics for import and ex-

port activities. 

     In addition to supporting manufacturing, 

Ethiopia is developing agro-industrial parks 

that encourage the growth of  sustainable agricultur-

al value chains. These parks provide commercial 

farmers with opportunities to scale their businesses, 

contributing significantly to Ethiopia’s economic 

transformation. 

 

A Rich Heritage and Thriving Coffee Industry 

 

     As the birthplace of  coffee, Ethiopia’s coffee in-

dustry is integral to its economy. Known for its ex-

ceptional quality, Ethiopian coffee is a leading for-

eign currency earner, accounting for a substantial 

portion of  the country’s export revenues. Beyond 

coffee, Ethiopia’s rich cultural heritage is reflected 

in its 13 UNESCO World Heritage sites, diverse 

wildlife, and breathtaking landscapes. The growing 

interest in tourism presents exciting investment op-

portunities in this sector as well. 

 

A Green Future and Strategic Investments 

 

     Ethiopia is deeply committed to building a sus-

tainable, climate-resilient economy. The coun-

ETHIOPIA  

Redefining African Aviation 
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With over 120 million people, 60% under 25, Ethiopia has a young, energetic workforce 

© PHOTO: Ethiopian Airlines Aviation Academy Aircraft Maintenance Training School 

Africa’s largest dam is nearing completion 
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try is investing heavily in renewable ener-

gy, with ambitious projects in wind, solar, 

geothermal, and hydropower. These initia-

tives align with Ethiopia’s broader vision 

of  creating a low-carbon economy, while 

ensuring that the industrial and agricul-

tural sectors have access to reliable and 

affordable energy sources. As such, Ethio-

pia presents unique opportunities for in-

vestors in the renewable energy sector, 

driving both sustainability and profitabil-

ity. 

 

A Thriving Digital and ICT Ecosystem 

 

Ethiopia is positioning itself  as a regional 

leader in information and communica-

tions technology (ICT). With the estab-

lishment of  a national ICT Park and a 

forward-thinking digital strategy, the 

country is creating an environment ripe 

for innovation and technological growth. 

Whether you’re interested in hardware, 

software, or digital services, Ethiopia’s 

expanding ICT ecosystem offers promis-

ing prospects for technology-driven busi-

nesses. 

 

The Time to Invest is Now 

 

Ethiopia is not just a country with a rich 

history; it is a dynamic, rapidly develop-

ing nation with abundant opportunities 

for investment. As the government contin-

ues its transformative reforms, the Invest 

in Ethiopia 2025 High-Level Business Fo-

rum will serve as a pivotal moment for 

investors to engage directly with policy-

makers, industry leaders, and develop-

ment partners. 

     We invite you to join us in Addis Aba-

ba from May 12-13, 2025, where you will 

not only discover new investment oppor-

tunities but also be part of  a community 

committed to sustainable economic 

growth. Ethiopia is ready for its next 

phase of  development, and your partici-

pation in this journey will help build a 

prosperous and sustainable future for all. 
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https://search.app/svsuCLPK6pC6Em1p9  

https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Fsearch.app%2FsvsuCLPK6pC6Em1p9%3Ffbclid%3DIwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTAAYnJpZBEwQVRPd1FrNTBlSHhtM3lLOAEeFjrfsYotFO9JPlAQ9aVKyxRjiFKbHyDsAwKiHaAxRc07Jek5Epd0gy8HIKM_aem_9Q97FRsogQWZKUhDUvOsIA&h=AT22N_SyAubVhxp5UBjNqgC2MyqKWxkCx
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W 
hat do 

Ethiopia 

and Vi-

etnam 

have in common? Despite 

being continents apart, 

both nations share a 

commitment to transfor-

mation—and that was 

the driving force behind 

Prime Minister Abiy Ah-

med’s recent visit to Vi-

etnam. This diplomatic 

visit not only aimed to 

strengthen the long-

standing relationship be-

tween the two nations 

but also explored oppor-

tunities for deeper coop-

eration in sectors like 

trade, agriculture, and 

infrastructure. The sig-

nificance of  this visit lies 

in its potential to reshape 

bilateral ties and set the 

stage for future growth. 

 

Vietnam’s “Đổi Mới” Re-

forms: A Source of  Inspi-

ration for Ethiopia 

 

“Đổ i Mớ i” (Renovation) 

reforms, which began in 

1986, marked a trans-

formative period in the 

country’s history, ad-

dressing challenges such 

as economic stagnation, 

poverty, and inefficiency. 

For the Ethiopian delega-

tion, witnessing firsthand 

Vietnam’s success story 

provided valuable in-

sights into how such re-

forms could inform and 

complement Ethiopia’s 

own development jour-

ney. The Vietnamese peo-

ple's deep sense of  patri-

otism and their demo-

graphic advantages 

played a pivotal role in 

driving rapid economic 

growth—elements that 

align closely with Ethio-

pia’s aspirations and 

unique circumstances. 

Vietnam offers a wealth 

of  experience that holds 

great potential for Ethio-

pia, especially in areas 

like nation-building, in-

dustrial advancement, 

and innovative rural and 

urban development. No-

tably, Vietnam’s pioneer-

ing work in creating 

Smart Cities presents a 

forward-thinking model 

that Ethiopia could draw 

upon as it shapes its own 

urban future. 

H.E. Ambassador Biruk Mekonnen presenting his letter of credence to His Majesty King Charles III at Buckingham Palace 

Why Was Prime 
Minister Abiy In 

Hanoi? 
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Ethiopia—Africa’s Gateway for Vietnam’s Trade and 

Investment 

 

     Prime Minister Abiy Ahmed’s visit to Vietnam 

highlighted the growing importance of  Ethiopia as 

a key partner in enhancing economic and political 

ties between the two nations. Ethiopia, with its rap-

idly expanding economy, serves as a strategic gate-

way for Vietnam to access the broader African mar-

ket. As Africa’s second-most populous country, 

Ethiopia holds significant 

political and economic influ-

ence in the region, position-

ing itself  as an essential hub 

for trade and investment. 

     Vietnam sees Ethiopia’s 

strategic location in the 

Horn of  Africa as a unique 

opportunity to expand its 

economic footprint across 

the continent. The country’s 

ongoing industrial reforms 

and infrastructure develop-

ment have created fertile 

ground for investments, par-

ticularly in sectors like agri-

culture and telecommunica-

tions. Leading Vietnamese 

companies, such as Viettel, 

are already exploring oppor-

tunities in Ethiopia, with 

plans to tap into the growing demand for services 

and products in the region. 

     Beyond its economic potential, Ethiopia plays a 

crucial role in international diplomacy, enhancing 

its influence as a political partner for Vietnam. Ethi-

opia’s central role in regional and international di-

plomacy strengthens Vietnam’s presence on the Af-

rican continent, fostering deeper bilateral ties. As 

Ethiopia continues to grow and stabilize, its signifi-

cance as both an economic partner and political ally 

to Vietnam becomes increasingly vital in advancing 

the latter’s outreach to Africa. 

 

Enhancing People-to-People Ties: Strengthening Cul-

tural and Educational Exchanges 

 

In addition to economic talks, the visit also empha-

sized the importance of  enhancing people-to-people 

ties. Both nations expressed a strong desire to in-

crease mutual exchanges—not only through govern-

ment channels but also through cultural and educa-

tional initiatives. Vietnam’s expertise in agriculture, 

particularly in rice, fruit, and coffee cultivation, has 

garnered significant interest in Ethiopia. The two 

countries agreed to explore avenues for sharing 

knowledge and best practices to ensure food security 

and promote sustainable agricultural growth in 

Ethiopia. 

 

Ethiopian Airlines’ Proposed Di-

rect Flights: Boosting Connectivity 

 

     A key topic of  discussion was 

Ethiopian Airlines’ proposal to 

launch direct flights between 

Ethiopia and Vietnam. This initi-

ative is seen as a crucial step in 

boosting connectivity between 

the two nations. Direct flights 

will facilitate the movement of  

goods, people, and ideas, making 

it easier to build stronger trade 

relations and expand tourism and 

other sectors. By improving air 

travel links, Ethiopia and Vi-

etnam hope to strengthen their 

economic ties and foster closer 

collaboration. 

 

South-South Cooperation: A Foundation for Growth 

and Solidarity 

 

     The visit also underscored the importance of  

South-South cooperation—collaboration between 

developing countries to achieve shared growth and 

prosperity. Both Ethiopia and Vietnam are commit-

ted to this approach, focusing on knowledge ex-

change, technology sharing, and sustainable devel-

opment. Through this partnership, the two nations 

can share best practices and accelerate progress in 

critical areas such as agriculture, infrastructure, and 

healthcare, all while enhancing their collective influ-

ence in global forums. 

 

The 4th P4G Summit: A Platform for Green Growth 

 

     Prime Minister Abiy’s visit also took place in 

 
VIETNAM SEES 

ETHIOPIA’S STRA-

TEGIC LOCATION IN 

THE HORN OF AF-

RICA AS A UNIQUE 

OPPORTUNITY TO 

EXPAND ITS ECO-

NOMIC FOOTPRINT 

ACROSS THE CONTI-

NENT.  
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the context of  broader international efforts to ad-

dress sustainable development. The 4th Partnership 

for Green Growth and the Global Goals 2030 (P4G) 

Summit, held in 2025, provided an important plat-

form for Ethiopia and Vietnam to push forward 

green growth initiatives. Ethiopia, with its emphasis 

on renewable energy and sustainability, shares Vi-

etnam’s commitment to promoting eco-friendly de-

velopment, especially in agriculture, infrastructure, 

and energy. During the summit, Prime Minister 

Abiy emphasized the need to scale up global climate 

financing and support for renewable energy invest-

ments in Africa, including Ethiopia’s homegrown 

climate initiatives, such as the Green Legacy Initia-

tive. Ethiopia’s potential to host the 5th P4G Sum-

mit further solidifies its growing influence in the 

global sustainable development agenda. By being 

selected as the next host, Ethiopia is reaffirming its 

position as a leading advocate for climate-resilient 

growth in Africa and beyond. 

 

Looking Ahead: A New Phase in Ethiopia-Vietnam 

Relations 

 

Prime Minister Abiy’s visit builds on earlier high-

level exchanges between Ethiopia and Vietnam. In 

2018, President Tran Dai Quang’s visit to Ethiopia 

paved the way for greater cooperation in trade, agri-

culture, and education. This recent visit marks a 

new chapter in Ethiopia-Vietnam relations, setting 

the stage for even greater collaboration in the fu-

ture.  
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A 
s Ethiopia continues to emerge as a 

beacon of opportunity and innova-

tion in Africa, it is set to host ETEX 

2025, the Ethiopian Technology Ex-

po, in May 2025. This transformative event, 

scheduled to be the largest tech gathering in East 

Africa, will take place from May 16–18, 2025, at 

the iconic Addis International Convention Center 

in Addis Ababa, Ethiopia’s vibrant capital. 

     For three days, world-leading tech innovators, 

entrepreneurs, policymakers, and investors will 

gather in Addis Ababa to witness Ethiopia’s am-

bitious digital revolution. ETEX 2025 will show-

case the nation’s progress in sectors such as artifi-

cial intelligence (AI), cybersecurity, smart cities, 

fintech, technology-driven education, and youth 

empowerment. 

Ethiopia: Building the Future 

     The invitation extended to the global commu-

nity is not just for an event—it offers a glimpse 

into Ethiopia’s ongoing transformation. The 

country is no longer on the sidelines of the digital 

age but is actively building the future. ETEX 2025 

represents the core of Ethiopia's Digital Ethiopia 

2025 strategy, aiming to position the nation at the 

heart of the global digital economy. With the train-

ing of 5 million Ethiopian coders as part of a 

Welcome to Africa’s Future: Ethiopia to 

Host East Africa’s Largest Tech Expo 
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Register Now: https://etexethiopia.com/register-now/ 
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digital skills initiative, the next generation of devel-

opers, innovators, and entrepreneurs is being pre-

pared to lead the way. This vision is not just a fu-

ture aspiration—it’s the reality of a country ready 

to take its place as a leader in Africa’s technology 

landscape. 

Ethiopia’s Bold Economic Reforms: Driving Innova-

tion 

     At the core of Ethiopia’s digital growth lies its 

Homegrown Economic Reform Agenda, which has 

opened new pathways for digital investment, inno-

vation, and infrastructure de-

velopment. These reforms 

have laid the foundation for a 

thriving digital economy, pro-

jected to surpass $2.4 billion 

in the IT services market by 

2026. A key component of this 

transformation is cybersecuri-

ty, which now accounts for 

40% of the market revenue, 

alongside the rise of smart financial systems pow-

ered by AI. 

     Ethiopia’s efforts are also supported by global 

financial institutions. Recently, the International 

Monetary Fund (IMF) approved significant funding 

to accelerate the country's growth trajectory. These 

advances position Ethiopia as a global investment 

magnet, offering unmatched opportunities for col-

laboration in an expanding market. 

Ethiopia and Africa’s Grand Vision: Agenda 2063 

     Ethiopia’s digital revolution aligns with the Afri-

can Union’s Agenda 2063, a bold vision for a pros-

perous, peaceful, and integrated Africa driven by 

innovation and youth empowerment. As one of the 

continent’s leading reformers, Ethiopia is honored to 

host ETEX 2025 as a critical platform for regional 

collaboration and knowledge exchange. The Expo 

will act as a catalyst for Africa’s digital transfor-

mation, bringing the continent closer to realizing the 

vision outlined in Agenda 2063. 

A Call for Global Partners—Especially the United 

Kingdom 

     Ethiopia warmly invites international partners, 

particularly the United Kingdom, a strong ally in 

the digital and technology sectors. The UK’s leader-

ship in AI regulation, ethical tech, and fintech inno-

vation serves as a global model, and Ethiopia is ea-

ger to collaborate with British tech companies, in-

vestors, and researchers to co-create the future. Op-

portunities for UK businesses in Ethiopia include 

investing in smart city infrastructure, 

supporting AI policy frameworks, and 

collaborating on affordable educational 

technologies. ETEX 2025 provides the 

perfect setting to begin these discus-

sions and turn vision into action. 

A recent report from the Global System 

for Mobile Communications (GSMA), 

conducted with the UK Embassy in 

Addis Ababa, highlighted Ethiopia’s 

potential for digital growth and identified areas re-

quiring collaborative investments and partnerships 

in infrastructure and talent development. Ethiopia 

welcomes the opportunity to work together to un-

lock these possibilities. 

Addis Ababa Awaits: A Future Built Together 

     As preparations for ETEX 2025 move forward, 

Ethiopia’s invitation is clear: join in shaping the fu-

ture. Witness the rise of a new digital hub in Africa, 

where ideas are not only discussed but created, 

scaled, and implemented. Ethiopia is no longer wait-

ing for the future—it is actively building it. The 

world, especially partners in the United Kingdom, is 

invited to join this extraordinary journey. 

ETEX 2025 is not just an event; it marks the begin-

ning of a new chapter for Ethiopia, Africa, and glob-

al collaboration in the digital age. This is an invita-

tion to be part of a transformative moment. 

JOIN ETHIO-

PIA. JOIN AF-

RICA’S DIGI-

TAL RENAIS-

SANCE! 
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Ethiopia's Steadfast Commitment to Sudan's 

Peace: A Critical Role in London Talks 

T 
he recently concluded London Peace Conference 

on Sudan (April 14, 2025) marked a significant 

step toward addressing Sudan’s ongoing crisis. 

Ethiopia’s active involvement in the conference 

underscored its deep commitment to peace and regional sta-

bility. As a direct neighbour to Sudan, Ethiopia’s role was 

essential—not only because of  its geographic proximity but 

also due to its longstanding dedication to fostering peace in 

the Horn of  Africa. 

     During the conference, Ethiopia made it clear: any last-

ing peace in Sudan must be Sudanese-led. The Ethiopian 

delegation emphasized the importance of  an inclusive peace 

process led by Sudanese actors, ensuring the participation of  

all stakeholders. 

     A primary focus of  Ethiopia’s involvement was its urgent 

call for a long-term ceasefire. In the face of  escalating vio-

lence, Ethiopia stressed that halting hostilities immediately is 

crucial for protecting civilians and ensuring that humanitari-

an aid can reach those in need. Ethiopia’s commitment to 

peace rests on the belief  that a stable Sudan can only be 

achieved once the fighting stops. 

     Ethiopia’s efforts to support peace and stability extend far 

beyond the conference in London. Over the course of  the con-

flict, Ethiopia has consistently demonstrated its leadership in 

addressing Sudan’s crisis. Prime Minister Abiy Ahmed’s diplo-

matic and humanitarian efforts have been critical in fostering 

dialogue and building bridges between conflicting Sudanese 

factions. Even before the current conflict escalated, Prime 

Minister Abiy, in close collaboration with the African Union, 

played a pivotal role in facilitating dialogue between Sudanese 

military and civilian groups, leveraging Ethiopia’s position as 

a key regional mediator. This early engagement laid the 
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foundation for Ethiopia’s continued in-

volvement in Sudan's peace process, high-

lighting its leadership in regional diploma-

cy. 

     As early as July 2024, Prime Minister 

Abiy visited Sudan’s army chief, General 

Abdel Fattah al-Burhan, in Port Sudan to 

further Ethiopia’s role in facilitating dia-

logue and providing vital humanitarian 

assistance to Sudan. These actions reflect 

Ethiopia’s ongoing dedication to not only 

advancing peace but also to securing hu-

manitarian aid for the affected popula-

tions. 

     At the conference, Ethiopia also ad-

dressed the escalating humanitarian crisis 

in Sudan and its neighbouring countries. 

The Ethiopian delegation stressed the 

need for increased international support—

not only for Sudan but also for the coun-

tries hosting Sudanese refugees. With 

Ethiopia hosting thousands of  displaced 

Sudanese, the delegation highlighted the 

importance of  coordinated efforts to en-

sure effective aid delivery. Ethiopia's con-

sistent call for a Sudanese-led peace pro-

cess was further emphasized at the high-

level humanitarian forum held in Addis 

Ababa in March 2025. During this forum, 

Ethiopia reaffirmed its commitment to 

Sudan's stability by pledging $15 million 

in aid to address the humanitarian crisis. 

The event, which brought together region-

al and international special envoys, aimed 

to strengthen coordination for humanitari-

an relief  efforts, showcasing Ethiopia's 

leadership in mobilizing global action for 

Sudan. 

     Beyond the immediate humanitarian 

concerns, Ethiopia stressed the im-

portance of  post-conflict planning. Ethio-

pia called for a long-term strategy that 

integrates humanitarian relief  with sus-

tainable development, ensuring that Su-

dan’s recovery can be built on a strong 

foundation. The Ethiopian delegation em-

phasized that post-conflict reconstruction 

must be part of  any peace agreement, al-

lowing Sudan to rebuild and thrive once 

hostilities end. 

     Regarding the political transition in 

Sudan, Ethiopia reaffirmed its commit-

ment to a Sudanese-led process. The coun-

try called for both regional and interna-

tional support to assist Sudan in navi-

gating its political transition, while ensur-

ing that Sudanese actors take the lead in 

determining their nation's future. Drawing 

from its own experiences in peacebuilding, 

Ethiopia strongly advocated for a coordinated international 

effort to resolve the crisis and avoid fragmented initiatives that 

could undermine peace efforts. 

     Throughout the conference, Ethiopia’s diplomatic efforts 

focused on fostering dialogue and inclusivity. The Ethiopian 

government has maintained open channels with both sides in 

the conflict, facilitating discussions and advocating for a per-

manent ceasefire. Ethiopia continues to urge the international 

community to provide the necessary support for a Sudanese-

led peace process, guided by Sudan’s sovereignty and the prin-

ciples of  territorial integrity and self-determination. 

     The London conference, co-hosted by the UK, EU, France, 

Germany, and the African Union, included representatives 

from 14 countries and global organizations, including the Unit-

ed Nations. The one-day event brought together a wide range 

of  stakeholders committed to addressing both the immediate 

humanitarian crisis and the long-term political resolution of  

Sudan’s conflict. 

     The outcome of  the London conference was an internation-

al call for a Sudanese-led peace process, accompanied by en-

couraging pledges for humanitarian support. These commit-

ments, alongside Ethiopia’s continued advocacy for a coordi-

nated approach to peace, reflect the global resolve to address 

the crisis in Sudan. 

     Ethiopia’s role in the Sudanese peace process has been piv-

otal, demonstrating both diplomatic and humanitarian leader-

ship. The Ethiopian government has been tireless in its efforts 

to support a peaceful resolution, urging both Sudanese leaders 

and international stakeholders to work together to end the 

conflict. Ethiopia’s involvement in the London conference fur-

ther underscores its commitment to Sudan’s peace and high-

lights the country’s broader vision for regional stability in the 

Horn of  Africa. 

     As the conference concluded, it was clear that Sudan’s path 

to peace remains a shared responsibility. Ethiopia’s continued 

commitment to supporting Sudan, along with the backing of  

its regional neighbours and international partners, will be piv-

otal in ensuring that Sudan can rebuild its future. Ethiopia 

remains steadfast in its role as a key player in the peace pro-

cess, working alongside regional and global stakeholders to 

ensure lasting peace and stability in Sudan and the broader 

Horn of  Africa. 

During 
the con-
ference, 
Ethiopia 
made it 
clear: 
any last-
ing 
peace in 
Sudan 
must be 
Suda-
nese-led.  
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O 
ver the past seven 

years, Ethiopia has un-

dergone a remarkable 

transformation in its 

diplomatic strategy, positioning 

itself  as a formidable force in both 

regional and global affairs. From 

leading intricate regional peace 

negotiations to pioneering ambi-

tious environmental initiatives, 

Ethiopia's diplomatic footprint 

has expanded substantially, re-

shaping its global presence. The 

following milestones illustrate 

Ethiopia’s evolving stature and 

growing strategic importance on 

the international stage. 

 

1. Transformational Infrastruc-

ture: Elevating Ethiopia’s Global 

Standing  

 

     Ethiopia’s expansive infra-

structure initiatives have been 

crucial to its diplomatic ascent, 

spurring significant advancements 

in transportation, energy, and 

tourism that bolster domestic eco-

nomic growth and amplify inter-

national recognition. Central to 

this transformation is the Grand 

Ethiopian Renaissance Dam 

(GERD), which symbolizes Ethio-

pia’s commitment to sustainable 

development and regional cooper-

ation. Despite complex negotia-

tions with downstream nations, 

Ethiopia has consistently empha-

sized the importance of  African-

led solutions through the African 

Union (AU). 

 
2. Regional Leadership: A Pillar of  

Stability in the Horn of  Africa  

 

     Ethiopia has solidified its posi-

tion as a cornerstone of  peace and 

stability in the Horn of  Africa. Its 

pivotal role in mediating conflicts 

in Sudan and South Sudan, along 

with its vital contributions to 

peacekeeping missions in Somalia, 

has been instrumental in strength-

ening regional security. The coun-

try’s diplomatic leadership has 

reinforced Ethiopia’s status as a 

stabilizing force, dedicated to fos-

tering a future of  shared prosperi-

ty in the region. 

 
3. Economic Integration: Advanc-

ing Pan-African Development  

 

     Ethiopia’s active involvement 

in institutions such as the African 

Union, the Economic Commission 

for Africa (ECA), and the Interna-

tional Monetary Fund (IMF) has 

strengthened its role as a leader in 

Africa’s economic integration ef-

forts. Its engagement in the Afri-

can Continental Free Trade Area 

(AfCFTA) and advocacy for en-

hanced regional economic cooper-

SEVEN DIPLOMATIC 

MILESTONES IN SEVEN 

YEARS 
 

Citizen-Centered Diplomacy 

Green Diplomacy 

Securing Maritime Trade 
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ation have placed the country at 

the forefront of  Africa’s economic 

agenda. 

 
4. Green Diplomacy: Ethiopia’s 

Commitment to Sustainability and 

Climate Action  

 

     Ethiopia has established itself  

as a global leader in green diploma-

cy, boasting a comprehensive port-

folio of  renewable energy projects 

and sustainability initiatives. The 

country’s investments in hydro, 

wind, and solar energy, alongside 

the Grand Ethiopian Renaissance 

Dam, underscore its dedication to 

environmentally sustainable devel-

opment. Additionally, the Green 

Legacy Initiative, which has led to 

the planting of  billions of  trees, 

exemplifies Ethiopia’s proactive 

approach to combating climate 

change. 

 
5. Citizen-Centered Diplomacy: 

Strengthening Ties with Ethiopians 

Abroad  

 

     A central tenet of  Ethiopia’s 

foreign policy has been citizen-

centered diplomacy, which priori-

tizes the welfare of  Ethiopians 

abroad, particularly the second 

generation of  Ethiopians in the di-

aspora. Initiatives designed to fos-

ter cultural exchanges, educational 

opportunities, and economic col-

laborations have strengthened the 

bond between the diaspora and 

Ethiopia. This inclusive approach 

underscores the significant role the 

diaspora plays in the country’s 

growth. 

 
6. The Quest for Sea Access: A Dip-

lomatic Milestone  

 

     A notable diplomatic achieve-

ment has been Ethiopia’s determined efforts to re-

gain access to the Red Sea, following its loss of  sea 

access. As a landlocked country for nearly two dec-

ades, Ethiopia has started to pursue peaceful and 

diplomatic channels to secure vital maritime routes 

for its economic aspirations. The re-establishment of  

the Ethiopian Navy marks a historic milestone in 

the country’s diplomatic journey, symbolizing Ethi-

opia’s determination to regain rightful access to the 

sea. 

 
7. Multilateral Diplomacy: Enhancing Ethiopia’s 

Global Presence  

 

     Ethiopia’s active participation in multilateral di-

plomacy has been a cornerstone of  its foreign policy. 

As the host of  the African Union, Ethiopia plays a 

central role in shaping continental policies on peace, 

security, and development. Its active involvement in 

global institutions such as the United Nations, its 

recent membership in BRICS, and ongoing efforts to 

join the World Trade Organization highlight Ethio-

pia’s steadfast commitment to multilateralism and 

global cooperation. 

 
Looking Forward: A Future of  Diplomatic Promi-

nence 

 

     Ethiopia’s diplomatic evolution over the past sev-

en years reflects a nation poised for continued 

growth, with a clear vision for regional integration, 

economic expansion, and global engagement. The 

establishment of  the Ethiopian Navy and the pur-

suit of  peaceful sea access are key milestones that 

underscore Ethiopia’s readiness to engage fully in 

global trade and international affairs. As Ethiopia 

continues to build on these diplomatic foundations, 

its influence is set to grow, shaping a more prosper-

ous, secure, and interconnected future for the Horn 

of  Africa and beyond. 

Ethiopia’s 
diplomatic 
evolution 
over the past 
seven years 
reflects a na-
tion poised 
for continued 
growth, with 
a clear vision 
for regional 
integration, 
economic 
expansion, 
and global 
engagement.  
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E 
thiopia has vast potential to generate 

significant wealth, not just from foreign 

tourists but also from the rich possibili-

ties of  domestic tourism. With a popu-

lation exceeding 120 million, encouraging five or ten 

million people to travel from one region to another is 

no small feat. But the rewards go beyond just eco-

nomic gain. Domestic tourism serves as a bridge for 

sharing culture, knowledge, and experiences, thus 

reinforcing and deepening the sense of  Ethiopian 

identity. 

We are a nation of  shared stories—stories that bind 

us together. For example, the Nile River connects us 

all. If  any of  its tributaries were to disappear, it 

would no longer be the Nile. This is a common story 

that unites us all. Similarly, the origin of  humanity 

is not confined to Afar; evidence has been found in 

the Awash region and the southern parts of  Ethio-

pia as well. All across Ethiopia, there are countless 

stories—some told, some untold—that reflect the 

many things we share as a people. By embracing 

and amplifying these stories, we can strengthen our 

sense of  unity and pride. Our unique calendar, too, 

stands as a testament to our shared identity. 

There are countless stories—some known, some hid-

den—woven throughout our country. By promoting 

domestic tourism, we have the opportunity to emu-

late the success of  other nations that have used 

tourism to generate wealth, create jobs, and reduce 

unemployment. 

The countries that are regarded as developed, edu-

cated, and advanced have focused primarily on two 

key elements: people and climate. A country that 

nurtures both its people and its natural environment 

is a country poised for prosperity. When a nation 

invests in its people and its resources, it opens the 

door to true success. Ethiopia is a land of  extraordi-

nary beauty and potential. It is home to thirty mil-

lion students, brimming with talent, ambition, and 

hope. With such a resourceful and energetic popula-

tion, Ethiopia has the potential to become Africa's 

powerhouse. 

While challenges may exist—challenges we might 

wish to avoid or ignore—no developed nation has 

reached its present state without encountering and 

overcoming similar hurdles. Every nation that has 

achieved prosperity has faced its own set of  trials. 

But the key lies in unity and perseverance. If  we 

work together—humble, realistic, and united—we 

can create a prosperous, beautiful Ethiopia that will 

serve as the pride of  all Africa. 

EHIOPIANS HAVE SHARED STORIES TO TELL  
Archive: Prime Minister Abiy Ahmed, Speech at the opening ceremony of the Tourism & Hospitality Fair, Sept. 29, 2016 Ethiopian Calendar 
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Name of  Diplomats Title in the Embassy Email Phone Number 

H.E. Ambassador Biruk Mekonnen 

Demissie 
Head of  Mission london.embassy@mfa.gov.et 02078383887 

H.E. Ambassador Lelisa Birhanu Geleta Deputy Head of  Mission deputy.head@ethioembassy.org.uk 02078383878 

Mr. Mesfin Demessie Gebeyhu 
Minister Plenipotentiary 

(Public Diplomacy Head) 
public.head@ethioembassy.org.uk 02038159251 

Mr. Dawit Abraha Wondaya 
Third Secretary (Public Diplo-

macy Section) 
public.officer@ethioembassy.org.uk 02078383884 

Mr. Gislla Sahlemikael Desta 
Minister (Political Section 

Head) 
political.head@ethioembassy.org.uk 02078383871 

Mrs. Samrawit G/Meskel W/Medhin 
Second Secretary (Political 

Section) 
political.officer@ethioembassy.org.uk 02078383874 

Mr. Mintesnot Rufael Fersha 
Third  Secretary (Political Sec-

tion) 
political._diplomacy@ethioembassy.org.uk 07349795577 

Mr. Bekabil Lisanework Insermu Counselor II (Business Section) businesshead@ethioembassy.org.uk 02078383870 

Mrs. Sophia Abdulmalik Hussen 
Third Secretary (Business Sec-

tion) 
business@ethioembassy.org.uk 02078383896 

Mrs. Mistre Dereje Gebreslasse 
Third Secretary (Business Sec-

tion) 
business.officer@ethioembassy.org.uk 02078383886 

Mr. Tesfaye Beshah Wube 
Minister Counselor (Finance 

Head) 
finance@ethioembassy.org.uk 02078383876 

Mrs. Hana Birhanu Yadeta 
Minister Counselor (Finance 

Section) 
finance.officer@ethioembassy.org.uk 02078383881 

Mr. Nebiyou Solomon Tesfamichael 
Minister Counselor (Diaspora 

Affairs Section Head) 
diaspora.head@ethioembassy.org.uk 02078383872 

Mr. Dagnachew Worku Debela 
Second Secretary (Diaspora 

Affairs Section) 
diaspora.officer@ethioembassy.org.uk 02038466682 

Mr. Gezahegn Mekonnen Mersah 
Counselor I (Consular Affairs 

Head) 
ca@ethioembassy.org.uk 02078383889 

Mr. Menwuyelet Melaku Folla 
Third Secretary (Consular Af-

fairs Section) 
ca@ethioembassy.org.uk 02078383898 

Mrs. Haimanot Abeje Negatu Consular Attache ca@ethioembassy.org.uk 02078383877 

Mrs. Edom Negussie Alemu 
Minister Counselor II (Human 

Resources Admin.) 
hradmin@ethioembassy.org.uk 02078383875 

Mr. Bereket Getachew Altaye ICT (System Administration) ict@ethioembassy.org.uk 02038159250 

Mrs. Hewan Alemayehu Gebrewold Executive Secretary exec.secretary@ethioembassy.org.uk 02078383887 

Should you require any of the embassy’s services, find the names and contact details of our dedicated staff 

members here. 
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Follow us  on: 

@ethioembassyuk 

@ethioembassyuk 

@ethioembassyuk 

@EthioEmbassyUK 

https://www.linkedin.com/in/

ethioembassyuk/ 


